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The ñBuilding Officials Association of Florida, Inc.ò is a Registered 

Provider with The American Institute of Architects Continuing 

Education Systems. Credit earned on completion of this program 

will be reported to CES Records for AIA members.  Certificates of 

Completion for non-AIA members are available on request.

This program is registered with the AIA/CES for continuing 

professional education.  As such, it does not include content that 

may be deemed or construed to be an approval or endorsement by 

the AIA of any material of construction or any method or manner of 

handling, using, distributing, or dealing in any material or product.  

Questions related to specific materials, methods, and services will 

be addressed at the conclusion of this presentation.
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Copyright Materials

This presentation is protected by US and International Copyright 

laws. Reproduction, distribution, display and use of the 

presentation without written permission of the speaker is 

prohibited.

© The Building Officials Association of Florida, Inc. 2010
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The  Florida Building Code is part of the 

Florida Administrative Code adopted through 

Rule making as governed by Chapter 120 

Florida Statutes.  The adoption of the Florida 

Building Code by the Florida Building 

Commission as a Rule is mandated by the 

Florida Legislature.  The Code is not adopted 

statutorily.  The Code goes into effect 

automatically.   Jurisdictions do not need to 

adopt the code by local ordinances.

Florida Building Code
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The base document for the Florida Building
Code, Residential , is the 2006 International
Codes. 

Many Florida -specific modifications have
been retained. 

Incorporates construction related regulations
found in State of Florida Statutory  
requirements, specifically Section 553.73,
Florida Statute .
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¾Section R101.2  Scope
The provisions of the Florida Building Code, 
Residential, shall apply to the construction, 
alteration, movement, enlargement, 
replacement, repair, equipment, use and 
occupancy, location, removal and 
demolition of detached one - and two-
family dwellings and multiple single -
family (townhouses) not more than three 
stories above grade in height with a 
separate means of egress and their 
accessory structures.
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¾That portion of a building included 

between the upper surface of a floor and 

the upper surface of the floor or roof next 

above.
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¾ Any story having its finished floor 
surface entirely above grade, except 
that a basement shall be considered 
as a story above grade where the 
finished surface of the floor above the 
basement is:

1.  More than 6 feet above grade plane;
2.  More than 6 feet above the finished 

ground level for more than 50% of the 
total building perimeter; or

3.  More than 12 feet above the finished 
ground level at any point.
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Section R201.3 requires that where terms are 

not defined in the FBC -R, the meaning for 

such a term be taken from the other codes 

(Building, Mechanical, Plumbingé).

Section R201.4 requires that a term not 

defined anywhere within the family of 

Florida Codes must have the meaning 

defined in Websterõs Third New International 

Dictionary of the English Language 

Unabridged.
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¾Accessory Structure.

A structure not 
greater than 3000 
square feet in floor 
area, and not over 
two stories in height , 
the use of which is 
customarily 
accessory to and
incidental to that of 
the dwelling(s) and 
which is located on 
the same lot.
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¾AIR -IMPERMEABLE INSULATION. An 
insulation having an air permeance equal to or 
less than 0.02 L/s-m2 at 75 Pa pressure 
differential tested according to ASTM E 2178 or 
E 283. 

¾Approved. Acceptable to the building official.

¾Building Official. The officer or other 
designated authority charged with the 
administration and enforcement of this code.
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¾ A devise for the purpose of detecting 

carbon monoxide, that produces a 

distinct audible alarm, and is listed or 

labeled with the appropriate standard, 

either ANSI/UL 2034 ð96, Standard for 

Single and Multiple Station CO Alarms, or 

UL 2075 ð04, Gas and Vapor Detector 

Sensor, in accordance with its 

application.
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¾For energy purposes: See Space (a) 

conditioned space, Chapter 11, Section 

N1100.7.3.  For mechanical purposes, and 

area, room or space being heated or 

cooled by any equipment or appliance
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¾An operable exterior window, door or 

similar device that provides for a means 

of escape and access for rescue in the 

event of an emergency.
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¾An above -grade wall that defines the 
exterior boundaries of a building.
Includes between floor spandrels, 
peripheral edges of floors, roofs and 
basement knee walls, dormer walls, 
gable end walls, walls enclosing a 
mansard roof, and basement walls with 
an average below -grad area that is less 
than 50% of the total opaque and non -
opaque area of that enclosing side.
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¾The distance measured from the building 
face to one of the following:

1.  To the closest interior lot lines; or
2.  To the centerline of a street, an 

alley,  easement or public way; or
3.  To an imaginary line between two 

buildings on the lot.

¾The distance shall be measured at a right 
angle from the face of the wall.
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¾The party responsible for the completed 

assembly of the garage door 

components.
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¾The heartwood of the following species 
with the exception that an occasional 
piece with corner sapwood is permitted 
if 90 percent or more of the width of each 
side on which it occurs is heartwood: 

1. Decay resistant - Redwood, cedar, 
black locust and black walnut. 

2. Termite resistant - Redwood and 
Eastern red cedar.
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¾A label that cannot be removed without 

noticeable damage.
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Chapter 3 includes the nonstructural 

issues such as:

¾ the location on the lot

¾light and ventilation

¾emergency escape and rescue

¾ smoke alarms

éand many other issues.
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¾Buildings and structures, and all parts thereof, 
shall be constructed to safely support all loads, 
including dead loads, live loads, roof loads, flood 
loads and wind loads as prescribed by this code. 
The construction of buildings and structures in 
accordance with the provisions of this code shall 
result in a system that provides a complete load 
path that meets all requirements for the transfer 
of all loads from their point of origin through the 
load -resisting elements to the foundation. 
Buildings and structures constructed as 
prescribed by this code are deemed to comply 
with the requirements of this section.
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¾Exception: Buildings and structures 

located within the High -Velocity 

Hurricane Zone shall comply only with 

Sections R302 to R326, inclusive and the 

provisions of Chapter R44.
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¾Buildings shall be constructed in 

accordance with the provisions of this 

code as limited by the provisions of this 

section. 

¾Additional criteria shall be as set forth in 

Table R301.2(1).
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CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN CRITERIA
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¾Buildings and portions thereof shall be 

limited by wind speed, as defined in 

Table R301.2(1) and construction 

methods in accordance with this code.

¾Basic wind speeds shall be determined 

from Figure R301.2(4).
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¾Where loads for wall coverings, curtain 
walls, roof coverings, exterior windows, 
skylights and exterior doors, other than 
garage doors, are not otherwise specified, 
the loads listed in Table R301.2(2) adjusted 
for height and exposure using Table 
R301.2(3) shall be used to determine design 
load performance requirements for wall 
coverings, curtain walls, roof coverings, 
exterior windows, skylights and exterior 
doors, other than garage doors.
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Roof Angle

Zone

Area In Square Feet Wind Speed In MPH
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